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REVIEWS. 


Atlas and Essentials of Gynecology. By Dr. Oscar Schaeffer, 
Privat-docent in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Heidel¬ 
berg. With 173 colored-plate illustrations and 54 wood-cuts. Pp. xviii. 
288. New York: William Wood & Company, 1897. 

This is the concluding volume of a series of five translations from 
the German by gentlemen whose names do not appear—a peculiarity of 
this publishing-house. We have always held that when a translator 
does good work he should at least have the satisfaction of placing his 
name on the title-page. But this is merely a matter of opinion. To the 
reader who is familiar with the originals, the colored plates will appear 
much above, the average; in fact, they are quite pleasing to the eye. 
The translation of the text is above criticism; the condensed style of the 
author is preserved without the sacrifice of readable English. While 
the descriptions of operations are of little practical value, the para¬ 
graphs on symptomatology and diagnosis are sufficiently comprehensive. 
The arrangement is original, though convenient. Part L, on Foetal 
Malformations, is followed by Part IL (two chapters), on changes in 
shape and position. Part III. treats of Inflammations and Trophic 
Disturbances; Part IV. of Injuries and their Sequel®, including the 
various forms of fistuke. Part V., on Neoplasms (three chapters), is fully 
illustrated by Plates 41 to 59, those depicting the different varieties of 
malignant disease of the uterus being most valuable. 

This book will be particularly useful to the student and general prac¬ 
titioner, and ought to have a wide circulation. H. C. C. 


King’s College Hospital Reports,Vol. III. Edited by Nestor Tirard, 
M.D., F.R.C.P.; W. Watson Cheyne, F.R.C.S., F.R.S.; John Phil¬ 
lips, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., and W. D. Halliburton, M.D., F.R.S. 
This volume contains eight medical and surgical papers, and some 
two hundred pages of reports from the different services of the hospital, 
notes of cases, descriptions of specimens, etc. The special features of 
thi3 volume are the picture and memorial sketch of the late Sir George 
Johnson and a description of a new ophthalmological ’theatre erected 
and equipped in his memory. 

This building includes several new features, the working of which will 
be watched with interest. The wall is lined with opalite, an opal crown 
glass,with a face like that of ordinary crown glass, and the back roughened 
by fusing into it irregular fragments of glass, by which it is fixed to the 
walls and ceiling. The floor of the room extends some distance under the 
windows, so that the patient’s feet can be thrust into this space and his 
head brought close to the window as he lies in bed prepared for operation. 

Another feature is a closet for keeping the instruments and dressings, 
the front and back of which are of plate glass, so that everything is 
kept.in strong sunlight, with arrangements for keeping dressings and 
solutions properly warmed and constantly ready for use. 

A considerable part of the matter is of interest only to former grad¬ 
uates of the medical school, as the account of “ What Old King’s Men 
are Doing,” and even an athletic record of the footrball club. In paper, 
printing, and binding the volume compares favorably with other hospital 
reports. E. J. 
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Paraldehyde Delirium Tremens.— Dr. G. Reinhold reports a single 
instance of this rare condition. A man, forty-one years of age, was taking 
two ounces of this drug each day. He could stand with difficulty, and 
although his intelligence was not impaired, his speech was labored, and 
words were delivered in syllables in order to improve this deficiency. His 
nutrition was enfeebled, skin pale, and brow covered with perspiration. The 
eyeballs were deeply sunken, without disturbance of motion, and his look 
was fixed. The pupils were in mid-dilatation, but reacted well to light. 
There were no painful points on head or spine. There was marked tremor 
of hands and tongue, which was coated. Spinal innervation was unchanged. 
The lungs showed marked emphysema; the apex-beat was absent; the heart- 
sonnds muffled; the pulmonic second sound accentuated; the pulse slightly 
irregular, ninety to the minute, and moderately full. The abdomen was 
retracted. The urine was very acid, contained a large quantity of urates, 
of a specific gravity of 1030, but free from albumin and sugar. The patient 
was sleepless, became delirious, had ideas of persecution and hallucinations, 
but improved under Bodium bromide and trional, and finally was discharged 
after sixteen dayB of observation .—Therapcutiichc AtonaUhcfte, 1897, Heft G, 
S. 300. 

Treatment of Alcoholism.— Dr. N. S. Davis believes that (1) the patient 
should be instructed in regard to deceptive and injurious influences of alco¬ 
holic drinks, so that he is actually convinced that their use is, on all occa¬ 
sions, unnecessary. (2) The patient should be placed under good physical 
and social surroundings. For impaired digestion, irritable nervous system, 
and disturbed sleep, one-sixtieth of a grain of digitalin with one-thirtieth of 
a grain of strychnine at each meal, with from twenty to thirty minims of 
diluted hydrobromic acid at bedtime, will give excellent results. For con- 



